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S.A.P.LEN.S, an international, peer-reviewed, interactive, open-access, journal focused on
integrating knowledge from all scientific areas relevant to the interactions of society and the
environment is seeking high quality submissions.

Our Rationale

With 2.5 million scientific articles published each year,
neither information, nor access to information is a limi-
ting factor so much as critical synthesis and integration
of scientific content. Emerging complex issues from
local to global scales, such as health and the environ-
ment or climate change and lifestyles, require approa-
ches that transcend the boundaries between disciplines.
S.A.PLEN.S seeks to provide readers with clear access
to relevant advances in disciplines other than their
own. The scientific community is the primary target
audience but S.A.P.LLEN.S will be of interest to educa-

tors and policy makers.



Scope

Surveys and Perspectives aims to influence thinking in core scientific areas
while creating and strengthening links to other disciplines.

S.A.P.LEN.S publishes articles that link environment and social issues in
realms such as development, urbanization, health, values, management, deci-
sion making, security, equity, sustainability, etc.

Here are five examples:

_ Economic dimensions of the environment
_ Health and the environment

_ Environmental change and lifestyles

_ Urban growth and resource management
_ Ecotechnology

Surveys

Surveys are in-depth reviews of the literature on a particular topic. Surveys must
not only summarize advances in a field, but must do so in a way that is both
accessible and relevant to those working in other disciplines Surveys will be
5,000-10,000 words excluding references, but longer manuscripts may be also
considered. However, since overly long manuscripts are less likely to be read by
people outside the particular field, concision is strongly encouraged.

Perspectives

Perspectives are shorter articles (3,000-5,000 words) focused on particular views
on a subject, cross disciplinary comparisons of concepts or prospective studies.
Opinions are encouraged as long as the distinction from or convergence with
generally accepted views is clearly articulated.

Journal Features

Peer Review

No Page or Service Charges

Open Access for Past Articles
Personalised Publication Alert Service

Indexed in Current Contents and Science Citation Index




Transdisciplinarity

Emerging global issues are best addressed from a plurality of perspectives and
epistemologies. The natural, social and human sciences each have their own
codified usage of words, criteria and methodologies ensuring depth and rigor.
To facilitate communication between disciplines, Surveys and Perspectives will
be supplemented with explicit methodological summaries for non-specialist rea-
ders. Compendiums of online definitions of key concepts will be collated on an
ongoing basis. .

Open Access

Open access is a publishing model where users are free to read, download, copy
and distribute articles as long as authors retain control over the integrity of their
work and are properly acknowledged and cited.

For most Open Access publication models, expenses are partly recovered by
charging authors a publication fee. S A PLEN.S will be sponsored by the Veolia
Environment Institute and the electronic version journal will be entirely free of
charge for the scientific community, i.e. for both readers and authors. A fee-based
cumulative print edition will complement the online Open Access journal.

Evaluation

All Surveys and Perspectives are submitted to rigorous peer review. To create an
environment conducive to interdisciplinary dialogue, authors and reviewers can
opt for open, blind or double blind review.

Dynamic Publication

S.A.PLEN.S online platform will give the scientific community the opportunity
to comment on approved manuscripts, refining and extending knowledge via
open discourse and intellectual cooperation.

A paper that has been the subject of extensive comment can be updated permit-
ting interactive synthesis



The Veolia Environment Institute is a non-profit institution committed to
promoting prospective studies on topics related to the interactions of society
and the environment. The Veolia Environment Institute is an independent
organisation sponsored by and separate from the Veolia Environment
Company.

Foresight Committee members:

Héléne Ahrweiler

Historian; President, University of Europe; Former Rector of the Paris Academy
Harvey Fineberg

President, United States Institute of Medicine;

Former Dean, Harvard School of Public Health

Pierre Marc Johnson

Lawyer and Physician; Former Prime Minister of Quebec

Philippe Kourilsky

French Academy of Sciences; Professor, College de France;

Former Director-General, Institut Pasteur

Mamphela Ramphele

Physician and anthropologist; Former Managing Director, World bank;
Former Vice-Chancellor, Cape Town University

Amartya Sen

Economist; Nobel laureate in 1998; Lamont University Professor;
Professor of Economics and Philosophy Harvard University

For more information and instructions for authors, see:
www.institut.veolia.org/sapiens.aspx

Authors who are uncertain about the suitability of a prospective article are
encouraged to send a short synopsis to the managing editor:
mail to: gaell. mainguy@institut.veolia.org
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